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This study examines the historical, political, social, and intellectual
background of Qurratulain Hyder's era and its influence on her literary
consciousness. It explores major developments in the Indian
subcontinent, including British colonial rule, the War of Independence of
1857, political awareness, reform movements, nationalism, and
progressive thought. The study also focuses on Hyder's intellectual and
cultural upbringing, her extensive reading, interest in history,
philosophy, music, and the arts, and her travels, which broadened her
cultural and literary vision. Particular attention is given to Aag Ka
Darya as a significant expression of her historical and cultural
consciousness. Her fiction reflects the interaction of tradition and
modernity, history and imagination, and local and global cultures. The
study concludes that Qurratulain Hyder's distinctive literary vision
developed through the convergence of her historical awareness,
intellectual inheritance, cultural experiences, and engagement with the
changing social and political realities of her time.
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