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Amir Khusro occupies a significant position in the literary, cultural, and
musical history of the Indian subcontinent. This research article, titled
“Amir Khusros Musical Knowledge and the Debates Surrounding His
Stay in Multan: A Research and Critical Study,” examines his
contribution to Indian music, particularly his association with gawwali,
tarana, gaul, galbana, khayal, ragas, and various musical traditions.
The study distinguishes between historical evidence, traditional
narratives, and later scholarly interpretations concerning these
contributions. It also explores the relationship between Khusro s poetry,
music, and Sufi thought. The article further focuses on Khusro's
approximately five-year stay in Multan during the period of Prince
Muhammad, son of Sultan Ghiyasuddin Balban. Multan's literary,
cultural, political, and Sufi environment and its influence on Khusro are
discussed, along with the Mongol attack, the death of Prince
Muhammad, and Khusros captivity. The study concludes that Khusro's
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musical significance is best understood through his creative synthesis of
Indian and Persian traditions rather than by attributing every musical
innovation solely to him. His association with Multan also highlights the
close relationship between literature, music, Sufism, and cultural
exchange in medieval India.
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“Apart from introducing a new system of classification, Khusro did the

amalgamation of Irani and Indian Ragas. Khusro's predecessor Shaikh Bahauddin

Zakaria also composed Ragas on this system. Amir Khusro popularised Arabic

qutations by giving them Indian and non-Indian tunes. These compositions were

called ‘Qaul’ and their singers were called ‘Qawwals’. He also captured the hearts

of the people by his compositions called “Tarana":but these types of compositions

could be popularised only in the accepted patterns of his time.”(12)
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